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Chapter One:   Distinction Between Relationship and Fellowship

WHAT YOU THINK ABOUT GOD
I honestly believe that what you think about God is the single most important thing in the world.  There is nothing more important than that.  How you perceive God is everything.  Jesus asked His disciples, "Who do people say that I am?"  He got back four distorted images.  "Well you’re Elijah, or Jeremiah, or John the Baptist, you're one of the prophets, I don't know."  Four distorted images.  Then He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?"  Peter just pipes up and says, "You're the Christ, the son of the living God."  His name was Simon then but he got his name changed on the strength of what he said, which to me might imply that when you have a real understanding of God, your whole identity changes, you as a person; your whole persona, your whole character, your whole identity, and therefore your destiny changes.  

It's on the revelation of who Jesus really is that the church is actually built.  We're coming, I believe, into the day of a real strong revelation of who Christ really is.  All of our warfare will be successful when it's based on the reality of who Jesus really is.  So, for me, putting that sense of who God is, what God is like and what the heart of God is really like towards us is essential.  The Scripture says in Revelation 19:10 that it's the testimony of Jesus that is the very spirit of prophecy.  In other words, the testimony of Jesus; what He came to do, what He said about Himself, that's part of it.  But the bigger part of it is your testimony of Jesus.  That is the very essence that drives your gifts and your ability to encourage another human being.  

TAKING UP YOUR CROSS . . .
So, what the cross is for Jesus, it cannot be for you.  The cross was death for Him and it's life for you.  The cross was punishment for Him and forgiveness for you.  The cross was judgment on Him and it is freedom for you.  So when we come to love the cross and to stand before the cross, the cross is not a symbol of our pain, it's a symbol of His pain.  When Jesus said, "Take up your cross and follow Me," He wasn't talking about pain or suffering.  That was His deal with the cross.  It's not ours.  He was punished so that I could go free.  He suffered so that I didn't have to.  The cross is a symbol of your freedom, your forgiveness, your acceptance, the love of God, the generosity of God, the kindness of God, the mercy of God, the beauty of God.  When He said "Take up your cross," He said, "Take up everything that's beautiful about me and follow me."  "Take up everything that's marvelous about my love for you and come and walk with me.  Come follow after me." 

You know, the early Christians used to put a cross on their building because it was a sign to the unchurched.  If you're in difficulty, if you're in pain, if you're suffering, just turn around on your heel 360 degrees and look on the skyline and wherever you see a building with a cross on it, you can go there and get set free.  You can go there and get delivered.  You can go there and find yourself.  You can go there and discover who you really are.

RELATIONSHIP versus FELLOWSHIP
You know, there is a difference between relationship and fellowship.  Relationship is being of the same blood.  We are blood bought children of God.  We are not legally adopted children, that's not what adoption means in Scripture.  It means something totally different.  God doesn't want legally adopted children; He wants blood bought, real children.  We have a relationship with God.  We are his children.  Let me read you this from 1 John 3:1-3 (NASB) "See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we would be called children of God; and such we are.  For this reason the world does not know us, because it did not know Him.  2)Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be.  We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is.  3)And everyone who has this hope (and hope is always divine expectation, and everyone who has this divine expectation) fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure."  We can call Him Abba, which means Daddy, because we're real children.  We can call Him Father because we are growing up not just to be children, but we are growing up to be sons.  

It's a true saying that we are all children of God, we are not all yet sons of God.  We are growing from being children into sonship.  We are moving from this place where we refer and we relate to God as Daddy, to where we relate to God as Father.  That is our journey.  That's our process.  We are learning how to grow up in all things in Christ.  Our relationship is based and built upon unconditional love and relationship with God is only possible because of the sacrifice of Jesus.  So in relationship, we stand in His righteousness and He gives us value in the eyes of the Father.  So, our relationship with God is never in doubt.  We belong to God by issue of blood.  

I first taught this to my children when they were small and my son Ben who is my first born son had to learn the difference between relationship and fellowship when he was growing up in my house.  He had to learn that no matter what he did, no matter what he became, he would always be my son and my relationship with him is never in doubt, but our fellowship got a little bit sticky on days.  I remember him learning this lesson when he was five or six years old and he'd done something pretty awful to his brother and we had to visit about it, which was not a blessing to his back side.  I remember him clinging to me and sobbing and saying, "Daddy don't you love me?" and I said "Son, absolutely, you are my son."  I was trying to teach this five or six year old boy that our relationship was never in doubt, but our fellowship might hit some patchy moments.  But, he is my son.  Then growing up we were continually revisiting that whole theme.  As he grew up and became a "monster," (I mean, "a teenager,") we were having that same conversation with him when he was eleven, thirteen, fifteen, nineteen.  "You're my son."  

God takes care of the relationship.  We take care of the fellowship.  That's our business; to walk with Him.  The cool thing about God is, He's always ready for both.  You know, when you are having a bad day with God, He is never having a bad day with you.  It is also important to realize that God doesn't get disillusioned with us because He never had any illusions in the first place.  He's always known who we are and what we are like and He has so set his heart on loving us.  He is constant.  He never changes.  You always know exactly where you are with God because He never changes.  He's always the same yesterday, today and forever, relationship.  

What changes in the dynamic is nothing that is coming from God.  What changes the dynamic for us is our ability to have fellowship with God's unchanging nature.  That is where the Holy Spirit has come to enable us to become established in our relationship so that our fellowship is as consistent as our relationship.  They are one and the same.  He takes care of the relationship; we take care of the fellowship with the help of the Holy Spirit.  Jude 21 (NASB) says, "Keep yourselves in the love of God."  In other words, know where the line is in relationship and don't cross it.  Stay in fellowship, and the whole process for staying in fellowship is called abiding.  

That's what we're going to talk about in the pages which follow, the whole process of abiding.  How do we stay and remain and dwell in our fellowship with God so that in our fellowship with Him and his relationship with us, they are one and the same in terms of their strength?  Let me read you that passage in John 15:1-11 (NASB) "I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser.  2)Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it so that it may bear more fruit.  3)You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you.  4)Abide in Me, and I in you.  As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me.  5)I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in Him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing.  6)If anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown away as a branch and dries up; and they gather them, and cast them into the fire and they are burned.  7)If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.  8)My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples.  9)Just as the Father has loved Me, I have also loved you; abide in My love.  10)If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love; just as I have kept My Father's commandments and abide in His love.  11)These things I have spoken to you so that My joy may be in you, and that your joy may be made full."  

808   I would encourage each of you who is reading this manuscript to spend time in the Scriptures looking for the commandments of Jesus.  They are not the original 10 commandments of Exodus.  They are not the 613 additional commands of the Judaic tradition.  They are not the one Jesus summed up the ten with when He said, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength, and mind.”  So in order to be obedient to the commands of Jesus, we must know what they are.   Hints: “come unto ...”   “...as I have...”  “...walk in the...”  808

The word abide in the Greek language is meno, and it means to stay in a given place of relationship and expectancy.  God has put us into Christ in relationship, the process of staying there and abiding is what we call fellowship.  So learning to abide in Christ is a key discipline of discipleship.  When we do not consciously abide, we suffer a disconnection in our fellowship with God.  “Keep yourself in the love of God.” means, pay attention to dwelling, to remaining, and to abiding in the fellowship of God's love.  

So we are on a journey in relationships and fellowship; from "Daddy" to "Father"; from being childlike to being mature.  It's a paradox.  It's both/and.  In order to increase your maturity you'll need to become more childlike.  Not childish, that's what we've been; but childlike.  You see, the more childlike you are, and the more astonished you are about God, the more mature in the Spirit you can become.  We're children learning the fellowship disciplines of how to become a fully mature son in Christ.  The beauty of this whole process is that the Father's love is unconditional.  So our relationship is totally secure.  His love is continual.  He provides it freely in all of our challenges.  Love is always available because He wants us to abide there.  Abiding in love means never allowing your conscious state to lose its focus on who God is or what He has provided.  It's a wonderful thing just to be able to count on God in every situation you face.  So, He never leaves you nor forsakes you.  He's always there.  He's always present. 

808 You might also want to explore with God such questions as: “If God is constant, never changing, the same yesterday, today, and forever, why does He seem to love and bless me one day and then smack me around and beat me up the next?”  “If God is unchanging, why does it seem like He treats me one way and then completely opposite for the same action when it occurs at different times in my life?”  These questions, which are quite common among believers and non-believers, seem to indicate that God is “not” always the same, but is quite fickle and unpredictable.  Hint: There is an explanation which will satisfy nearly everyone, once they hear it.  (If you cannot determine what this is, please go to the Internet to www.GodInShorts.org for help.  You can submit your question there and it will be answered by email or text depending nrgwhat contact information you provide.)  808

I always find it intriguing, that whole thing when God says, "Seek me."  My question is how do you seek someone who is always present?  How do you seek someone who never leaves you nor forsakes you and He's always there?  What is seeking about?  Maybe it's not seeking as we understand it.  If you're looking for something that isn't present, that's not what we're doing.  God never leaves us.  He is always there.  When He invites us to seek Him, what He's saying is "I've got something for you."   You need to come and deliberately stand in my presence.  Or look around, spot where I am, come walking over to me because I've got something to say, I've got something to give.  So when God invites you to seek Him, it's an invitation to receive something.  He's not hiding.  He's inviting you into a moment with Him that will make an incredible difference to your life in the circumstances that you're in.  

So abiding is to stay in a place of relationship and fellowship where there is a constant expectancy.  Expectancy is like the faith part of abiding.  In this relationship in Christ, the fellowship part of abiding has a positive intention because it knows that God will provide what is good for you.  So my question to you right now is, what is it that God wants to be for you now in your current circumstances that He couldn't be for you any other time and what is the gift that is available to you now that maybe you're not seeing.  What's available to you right now?  Some who are reading this are going through some tough circumstances.  So what's God up to?  I know God!  He allows in His wisdom what He can easily prevent by his power.  So instead of sitting there bemoaning your fate or your current condition, never ask God, “Why me?”, because He's never going to answer you.  It's a victim question and you're not a victim.  You're in Christ.  Truth to tell, you don't live in your circumstances.  You live in Jesus.  So get over your bad self.  Never ask God, “Why me?”.  The why question never gets answered on earth.

WHAT IS GOD DOING IN YOUR LIFE
808 I challenge you here to consider yet another possibility about why God does something or why God does anything or why God does everything that He does.  The “why is God doing this to me?” question has one perfect answer for every human being.  This answer is not only perfect, it satisfies completely those who are asking, if they are willing to accept God’s answer and not require that His answer coincide with what their answer apart from Him might be.  (If you cannot determine what this is, please go to the Internet to www.GodInShorts.org for help.  You can submit your question there and it will be answered by email or text depending on what contact information you provide.)  Note: So as not to be redundant any further about where to find the answer, this website reference will be referred to only as the link.  808    

The two best questions you can ever ask are both found in the Acts of the Apostles on the day of Pentecost.  Those two questions are:   “What does this mean?”   -and-   “What must I do?”  What does this mean and what must I do?  What is this for?  What are You doing and what do I need to be doing in order to align myself with who You are and what You are doing right now in my life?  My favorite question is, "Father what is it You want to be for me now that You couldn't be any other time?" [Yeah?  What is that?  And I'm so camping out on Your doorstep until You tell me, which is what He loves.]  The “why me” question is a victim question; it's an invalid question that makes you an invalid, and you're not one.  You're not an invalid, you just might be a victor in the making.  So what's going on guys?  What's God up to?  Don't you want to know?  What's He plotting in that scheming brain of His?  What's He up to?

808 Victory requires no further battles.  If Christ HAS WON the victory over sin and death, why am I fighting.  Learn to live in the truce!  We don’t fight any more.  We love.  When the enemy attacks, after the war has already been one, we are dealing with rebels who apparently don’t know the truce was signed.  Our best defense is the TRUTH THAT THE WAR IS OVER.  We now LIVE IN THE LOVE Christ procured for us.  The sting of death is ...  When the rebels attack, simply retreat to Jesus and let them encounter Him.  Actually as we live the love for our enemies, the rebels who refuse to stop fighting, it is the only thing that can cause them to join us in the victory of Christ.  Live in His peace.  Enjoy the rest He promised.  Go back into the Garden as before the fall of Adam.  This is what Christ won for us.   808

PRAYER:   THE ULTIMATE COMMUNICATION

The great thing is that He invites you into a place of prayer that has certainty all the way through it.  So you discover that Jesus ever lives to make intercession for us (Heb. 7:25).  There's Jesus at the right hand of God praying for you right now.  Wouldn't you want to know what He is praying?  Aren't you curious?  What if prayer is finding out what God wants to do then asking Him to do it?  Then of course, you've got the Holy Spirit who also makes intercession for us.  So He's praying.  So what's your question there?  Well what's He praying and does He agree with Jesus?  So you have two members of the Godhead both praying in stereo.  Don't you want to know what they're up to?  Don't you want to know what that conversation in heaven is all about?  What if there is an invitation for you to take part in a conversation in heaven about your life?  

It's exactly what Isaiah did in chapter 6.  He's in heaven, you know like you are.  It's a normal Tuesday.  It's a bit of a slow day, go to heaven.  Great!!!  He listens in to this conversation.  It's a little like Frodo in the Lord of the Rings.  You know they're in Rivendale and he's listening to a wizard and elves and dwarfs and guys, all talking and they're saying, "Who shall we send to Mordor with the ring?  "I'll go!"  says a little hobbit with big feet and hairy body.  "I'll go!"  That's exactly it.  Conversation, listening in to a conversation.  That's what prayer is for me.  I want to find out what Jesus is saying.

808 Let’s take a slight pause here to consider what prayer means to most people.  Have you ever made lists of people and things to pray for?  Have you ever kept a score card of God’s answers to your prayers?  Have you ever been given formulas for prayer: the elements of prayer, the order of prayer, the attitude(s) of prayer and so forth?  Have you ever thought at times that sometimes you pray for someone’s healing, but don’t really expect God to perform a miracle for them?  Do you ever close your prayers with: “... if it is Your will, Lord.”?  Are you ever hesitant to pray for fear your prayer might sound simple, foolish, or just not eloquent enough to be heard by others?  Have you ever wondered why God does not answer some of your prayers?    See “PRAYER” at   www.GodInShorts.org 

And so what if prayer is not praying to try and get an answer.  What if it's about praying with the answer?  What if it's not about praying towards God, but what if it's about praying with God.  What does the Bible say about the three-fold chord?  It's not easily broken.  What if prayer is a three-fold chord?  You listening in to Jesus and the Holy Spirit in stereo, praying about you coming to a place of agreement so that when you pray the same thing, something moves.  Yeah?  There's no doubt in prayer, there's only certainty.  Yeah?  You're supposed to know what God wants.  It is your inheritance.  It is your privilege.  It is your destiny.  It is who you are.  It is whose you are.  We are knowers.  Jesus said, "My sheep hear my voice and they follow me..."  He said it as though it's obvious, "My sheep know my voice.”  “Hello?"  It's obvious, my sheep know my voice.  It is their privilege.  It is their inheritance.  It is who they are."  

We are on this earth, not only to know God's voice for ourselves, but to be able to relate the voice of God to people around us.  That's why I love the prophetic so much.  God's love is unconditional.  It is eternal.  It is ever present.  The experience of God's love comes out of our fellowship and abiding.  Prayer is an essential part of abiding.

808 You might want to think about it this way?  When you fall in love with someone, you can’t get enough of them.  You want to be with them all the time.  When you must be apart, you can’t wait to call them or text them of communicate with them in some way.  You are almost obsessed with being in their presence or in conversation with them.  You talk about them all the time.  You show others their picture.  You seem to be able to do very little else. Prayer with God is the means by which we remain in constant “touch” and “conversation” with Him.  When Paul says to pray without ceasing, He is suggesting this “honeymoon-like” obsession for Him.  808

You are supposed to live surrounded and impacted constantly and continually by the love of God, such that your heart is melting all the time.  That your heart is soft towards God and tender towards people.  If I don't abide, I suffer a disconnect.  I don't suffer a disconnect from God because I can't get disconnected from God because He's the one holding on to me.  His love for me does not falter or waiver.  The disconnect is where I disconnect from my present moment experience of his love.  That's the disconnect.  There's no disconnect in relationship, there is a disconnect in fellowship and my ability to experience God gets disconnected.  That's the Holy Spirit's job; it's to reconnect us and help us to stay connected.  This is the process of abiding.  

So the beautiful thing is that God allows us the privilege of repentance.  I love repentance.  What a great idea that was, eh?  Yeah?  And you know what, it's impossible to repent unless you first receive the goodness and kindness of God.  So even when you get disconnected in your fellowship, God in his relationship showers you with goodness and kindness so that you can get reconnected.  So we can repent which is to change our thinking; think again.  I love that whole concept behind repentance.  So often I'm saying to people who are in a place of disconnect with God, "So all your thinking has brought you to this place that you don't like?"  Well, have another thought.  I mean that!  Think again.  That's what repentance is.  So dude, that thought's not working out then, eh?  So how about having another one?  It's not rocket science, eh?  It's not quantum physics.  This is the simple message of the Gospel.  God give us the freedom to repent.  Change our mind.  Think something different.  Think how God thinks.  That's what repentance is.  You see, your line of thought is not working out.  So how about taking my thoughts and thinking those and see where that gets you?  Yeah.  Repentance!

808 In a sense, it really might be quantum physics.  Although quantum physics may sound  complicated, it’s discoveries about the building blocks of life are extremely profound and simple.  Although there is no explanation (except for the Scripture, “... by Him all things consist...”) for the fact that all “matter” remains in tact when all forces discovered so far by science indicate that everything should fly apart rather than remain in tact.  The nearly smallest unit of matter so far seen by quantum physicist is what they call “strings of relational energy!”  So if our very being IS RELATIONAL energy, and all God wants with us is relational presence, maybe quantum physics proves God’s very nature and manner of creativity.  Relationships are the most important thing to every human being.  How congruent then that our very bodies are fundamentally made of relational energy! 

See quantum physics   www.GodInShorts.org   808

So a spiritual principle here is, always to let God love you.  Nothing originates in you.  You are not the author of your salvation and you are not the author of your experience with God; He is.  Nothing originates in you.  That's what John says in John 3:27 (NASB) "A man can receive nothing unless it has been given him from heaven."  Heh?  The old Baptist boy knew a few things, eh?  "A man can receive nothing unless it has been given him from heaven."   James' understanding of that concept was this, "Every good and perfect thing comes down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shifting shadow."  James 1:17  Yeah.  

Paul's version of it is found in Romans 11:35, "Who has first given to Him that it might be paid back to him again?"  It's a rhetorical question.  The answer is nobody.  Then he says this, "For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things."  You see everything comes from God, through God in you and then you give back to God the very thing He gave you.  It takes God to love God.  Only God can love God, or as John put it, "We love Him because He first loved us."  Yeah?  Everything originates in God.  

So everything that God commands of you, He intends to give you because that's how it works.  So every command of God is also a promise.  Yeah?  So when God says something like "Be holy even as I am holy.", how do hear that in your spirit?  You can hear it like God doing his John Wayne imitation....  Well, it might work for you.  It doesn't work for me.  Or it might be, (in a whisper) "Be holy even as I am holy."  It might just be that.  It might be a promise, "Hey, I've got something for you."  "Be holy."  Every command is also a promise.  Why, because everything originates in God. 

So He will never command anything of you when He has no intention of giving you something in the first place, because He knows that you cannot fulfill those commandments by yourself.  So every command is therefore a promise.  Yeah?  You will love the Lord your God.  Yeah?  You will.  Hey listen, you, you will love the Lord your God because here it is, whatever He wants from you, He intends to give you.  Yeah?  Everything originates in God.  Only God can love God.  So God comes to you and loves you and you give back to God the very thing He gave you.  

How many of us who are parents, when it was your birthday, you gave your kids money to buy you a present.  So come on, where did you get that from?  It's in your flippin’ DNA.  It's in your DNA.  God put it there.  He's the creator.  He established that as the principle in your DNA and you just do it naturally.  Why, because you know your six year old little Johnny hasn't got enough cash to buy you a present.  So the very thing he lacks, you intend to give.  Whatever you want to give to God is always preceded by Him giving you something.  I love this life.  

808 An interesting related exploration here would be the “source” of blessing, the “sink” of blessing and the “channel” of blessing.  Most distorted relationships are at some level caused by the misunderstandings about blessing.  The source is the point of origination.  The sink is the repository for its delivery.  The channel is the conduit through with it moves from source to sink.  You may think that you have a great understanding of blessing.  I challenge you to consider this: Are you ever disappointed when you believe you deserve some word of appreciation for a kindness you have done or applause for a work well performed and not received it and been hurt or angry about it?  There are many tell-tale signs which reside in our emotions, either expressed or repressed, to betray our ignorance about blessings in general.  See BLESSING  www.GodInShorts.cmrg  808

So a rule of the Spirit then is this.  Whatever you need the most, be the first to give it away.  If you're sick, go find someone who is more sick and pray for him, because you've got a great chance of being healed if you give something.  Yeah?  You cannot sow potatoes and reap rhubarb.  What you sow, you reap.  Yeah?  So we're encouraged, "Give, give, give, give.  Give and it can be given to you.  It's the principle of heaven.  God wants love from you.  So what?  He gives love to you.  Yeah?  Short of money?  Too much month, not enough money?  Go find someone who is worse off than you and give them something.  

808   See God’s purpose in bad things    www.GodInShorts.org   808

If you're like me when I grew up learning to live by faith, I always had like, the English equivalent of maybe fifty bucks.  It was always my seed money.  If I was like short of money, I would take what I had and invest it. [Never eat your seed!  Never eat your seed!  Yeah?]  You have that seed, you go and find where it is, you take it and you pray for some really hot soil and you go and invest it and see what comes back.  It is fun, and it is very funny on days too, just seeing how it comes back.

I love the fact that God is like, so consistent.  He is calling us to an adventure of life.  So at the start of this year, I determined in my heart that I was going to tithe at twenty percent and so the Father comes to me.  It's in my heart; I'm going to do it January 1st, so December 31st the Father says to me, "So I hear you've got plans about your giving."  I said, "That's not fair, we haven't even talked about it.  I was going to surprise you tomorrow," and He's like going, "Is this a piece of your brain?  Do you really think you can have a thought I don't know about?  So anyway I'd like to ask you a question.  What if 20% is not enough?"  I got this sinking feeling.  He said, "What if I want to do something utterly magnificent and totally outrageous in your life, and what if 20% doesn't cut it for me?"  

So I'm thinking, "O.K., talk to me about this utterly magnificent, completely outrageous thing."  He said, "I'll talk to you, when you get the right figure in that little head of yours."  Great!!!  Thanks!!!!  Way to mess up my New Year's, eh?  I sat there running it by all my friends.  We're just about to sing Auld Lang Syne and all I can think of is, "What's that flippin’ number?"  I've got like a minute.  It's going to be January 1st.  I'm supposed to be surprising Him.  Hello?  This is what goes on in my weird little brain.  I know.  Anyway, I got it.  So I said, "Uh, so you want me to tithe 50%?"  He went, "Yeah, are you up for it?"  And I thought, "Are you?"  Because it's like, "It's so going to depend on you."  "Are you up for it," He said.  "You all are not going to change you mind half way through or anything?"  And it's been absolutely outrageous, what God has done this year.  It's the best decision I've ever made.

So now I'm heading towards tithing at 90%.  If He can live on 10%, so can I.  Yeah?  I want to live really fabulously on 10% and you can have all the rest.  I think we're going to have to strike a deal on that.  I'm pretty sure.  The point I am making here is that I am having so much fun living in the commitment of the father to me in that regard.  Yeah?  If God calls us to things for our benefit, He calls us to things because He has a plan and a purpose that's way beyond our current level of thinking.  When He says, "I am able to do exceedingly and abundantly beyond all that you ask or even think."  Well, what's beyond thinking?  Well, that would be dreaming for me.  

808   The whole area of tithing and giving to God is at times quite controversial.  Some say that tithing was an Old Testament requirement and does not apply to believers.  Others maintain that Graham’s approach to not only tithing (10%) but increasing to 90% might be the far better thing.  Still others maintain that only a tenth of the “best spoils” was the Old Testament pattern and so forth.  For some useful perspective and discussion, See Bondage Tithing    www.GodInShorts.org   -and-   See Christian Giving    www.GodInShorts.org   808

What if God wants you living a life that is like your best ever dream that you could have.  What if that's always been his intention, that you could live a life that is so powerful, so crazy, that your imagination can't even conceive of it.  Eye hasn't seen, ear hasn't heard, that which God has prepared for those that love Him.  I wonder what God's got prepared for you in this next season of your life?  What if it's a radical adventure?  What if it's an amazing lifestyle and what if the only way that you can enter into it and live in it and enjoy it and not get weirded out by it, is by learning how to abide in who He is for you.  To come into a place of relationship with God, where your fellowship goes up to levels that you didn't think could exist in this life.  What if the only true state for a Christian is astonishment?  What if astonishment is the norm?  

And so when you read the gospels, what do you most often read in terms of crowd reaction?  They were astonished.  They were amazed.  They were sorely amazed.  I think that's amazement with pain.  They marveled.  What if marveling is your true state in the spirit?  What if that's your real condition?  God is so marvelous, you spend all your time marveling.  

What if living a life that magnifies God is the only life that you're supposed to live?  Do you know to magnify is also in your DNA?  You were created to magnify.  It is in you.  You can't escape it.  You are always going to magnify.  Now you're either going to magnify the problem; you know turn a mole hill into a mountain.  To magnify means to see something bigger than it is.  That's one description of it.  But to magnify also means to see someone as big as he is.  You are created to magnify and you will always magnify something.  So what's it going to be?  Are you going to magnify your circumstances?  Are you going to magnify the God who allowed the circumstances to teach you to magnify?  

You were born to give value to something, to show appreciation.  To magnify; it's the only way to live.  Twelve spies went out.  Ten of them magnified the problems they found and when you magnify something other than God, you are always diminished by it.  These are the special forces of their day; tough guys.  Hand picked; the best from each tribe.  Ten of them came back unmanned.  They magnified the problems they saw out there and they became like grasshoppers in their own sight.  What you magnify that is not of God always diminishes you.  Two of them went out there with a huge idea of God and saw nothing out there to disturb that revelation and so they came back with, "yeah, we can do it."  "Yeah it's going to be tough, but, God's tough."  Yeah!  "We can do this."  "If God is with us, we can do anything."  They came back with their revelations not only intact, but actually the problems out there in their correct proportion.  You were created to magnify.  It's in your DNA, and you magnify all the time.  We just have to make sure that we are magnifying the right thing.  Yeah?

808   The whole matter of magnifying brings to mind what we call worship.  This is another area of great controversy.  Many argue about worship in the church as being about singing praises to God.  Most of the conflict is about style and content.  Worship is neither generational nor musical per se.  Worship is so much more inclusive than what we traditionally think of.  Worship is neither a church and stained glass thing, nor something that is reserved for religious people and religious venues.  For another interesting twist to Graham’s teaching on magnifying, see WORSHIP    www.GodInShorts.org   808

You see abiding is a spiritual discipline which when practiced constantly will provide us with several critical experiences.  One of them is the ability to be present with God, right now, this moment.  Another one is the capacity to hold on to the Lord and be embraced by Him no matter the circumstances.  The ability to look beyond the circumstance and see Jesus smiling and waving, knowing He's there.  Thirdly, the anointing to know God's love, to know God's joy and to know God's peace as permanent emotions.  

Do you know the word crying is not in the dictionary of heaven?  It's in the dictionary of hell.  There are no tears in heaven.  There's no sorrow, there's no grief in heaven.  You have any interaction with heaven at all and you'll put a smile on your face because heaven is full of laughter.  God doesn't say "Well done good and faithful servant.  Enter into the misery of your God."  Enter into the joy of the Lord.  In his presence there is fullness of joy.  In other words, joy so full, there's no room for anything else.  

Crying is not in the lexicon of heaven; it's in the lexicon of hell.  The Bible says that sorrow and sighing shall flee away; they'll run from you.  It says that Jesus was acquainted with grief but it wasn't his best friend.  It's like, I see ya, don't wanna be ya.  I see you, grief.  Get away from me.  The Bible says that weeping may last for a night, but joy comes in the morning and kicks it out of the house.  So sorrow and sighing, weeping and grieving and mourning; they are temporary emotions.  They come to pass, they don't come to stay, and they have a shelf life.  Make it short.  I'm saying that because some of us right now, our sadness is beyond its “sell-by” date and you need to be restored to the joy of your salvation.  I'm serious.  You need to be restored to the joy of your salvation.  You've got to practice laughing in this life because you'll be doing it forever.  

 808 I believe that what Graham refers to here is tears of pain or emotional anguish.  However, an exploration of tears might be helpful as well.   See TEARS IN HEAVEN    www.GodInShorts.org   Another related topic which might shed more light on this part is   PAIN TO GRIEF    www.GodInShorts.org   808 

One of the experiences of abiding is that there is an internal anointing in wisdom.  You know wisdom is far superior to knowledge.  One of the problems I have with mainstream evangelicals is that they are eating from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil and not from the tree of life.  Wisdom is more important than knowledge.  All knowledge comes out of wisdom.  Wisdom cannot come out of knowledge.  Wisdom is the understanding of how God sees, how He perceives, how He thinks and how He likes to do things.  Ours is to align ourselves with how He thinks, how He sees and how He likes to work.  That wisdom enables us to turn every crisis and every contradiction; to turn it into the will of God, so that the Holy Spirit can generate the faith in us when everything is against us.  To know what God wills.  Then you just have to stand there and will it with Him.  Sometimes victory is simply about being the last man standing.  The point is in warfare, is not that we are occupied with the enemy, but that He is occupied with us.  (The difference between how the 10 saw the giants in the promised land versus how the 2 saw them.)  We are not occupied with Him.  Why would you want to be occupied with the enemy when you can be occupied with Jesus? 

The Bible talks about three heavens.  There's the first heaven, the one that we're living in right now; driving around in day after day.  There is the second heaven where principalities and powers live because the devil is the prince of the power of the air, he lives in the atmosphere.  So you have the first heaven, you have the second heaven and Jesus lives in the third heaven, far above all principalities and powers.  Yeah?  So when it comes to warfare, our job is not to pull down strongholds of the enemy, because if you're in the first heaven and your pulling down strongholds of the enemy, who do they fall on?  This does not sound terribly exciting to me.  Who do they fall on?  You!!!  

No wonder so many intercessory ministries right now are sick, have problems in their families, their marriages and all kinds of stuff.  We don't stand in the first heaven fighting upwards.  We stand in the third heaven thrusting downwards.  Yeah?  Our job is not to bring down the enemy.  Our job is to bring down the presence of God, so that He fights for us.  So we are wholly occupied with who He is and we serve this one true great original, territorial spirit.  That is God.  He's the original territorial spirit.  If you read Joshua chapters fifteen to twenty-one, you see the territorial spirit in action.  What's He doing?  He's marking out Israel's territory; marking out the territory of all the tribes.  That's a territorial spirit in action.  

808 Many pastors and religious teachers talk about warfare with the enemy, Satan.  Many of their followers become preoccupied with this warfare and lose sight of who it is who brings victory.  Another point of confusion is the timing and manner of victory.  Some don’t believe that we are waging spiritual warfare at all.  As a consequence the warfare seems to be a losing proposition rather than a victorious one.  How many believers live defeated lives, somehow not ever getting the victory over one or another “sin” or “carnality” in their lives.  Many simply give up and just keep going to church because that is the only thing they can do to please God.  I suggest an exploration of   SPIRITUAL WARFARE    www.GodInShorts.org   808 

God understands geography.  We are here to bring God down, and when God comes down, He displaces the enemy in our midst.  So we are wholly occupied with who He is.  When we abide, we stay connected to the supply line that is always operational in Christ Jesus.  So abiding means I stay connected to the provision that God had released for me and has promised me in those circumstances.  I like that.  Abiding means I get to become conformed to the image of Jesus because you become what you behold.  So when we are occupied and preoccupied with Christ, we become as He is because when all of our attention is fixed on Him we become intimate, we become worshipful, we become engaged, we become besotted by who He is and He has this way of blotting everything else out.  

Abiding means you get look into the face of Jesus, who is the author and the finisher of faith.  Whatever faith you need right now, it's in the face of Jesus.  You look into his face and faith will rise up as a consequence.  You can't avoid it.  You behold Jesus and faith rises.  Don't ever try to have faith.  Don't try to manufacture faith.  Look into the face of Jesus.  He is your right.  He is your privilege.  Intimacy is the place where we find faith, it's the place where we find favor.  That intimate connection comes through abiding.  You always know God, eh?  What He starts, He finishes.  Yeah?  He who began a good work in you will also complete it.  

808   There is a huge difference between intensity and intimacy.  There is a radical difference between knowing about someone and being close enough to them in relationship to finish their sentences or know what they are thinking.  Many believers mistake intensity for God to be the same as intimacy with Him and they could not be farther from the truth.  One way or the other, there is a critical understanding here that is missed by the vast majority of Christians today.  For further consideration see INTENSITY vs INTIMACY     www.GodInShorts.org   You may also want to explore LOVERS WHO WORSHIP    www.GodInShorts.org   808

Abiding is a spiritual term that is used more than eighty times in Scripture so it's kind of important.  It's actually used about eighty times in John's writings.  That's why John was the disciple whom Jesus loved.  John set his heart on loving Jesus wholly and Jesus' relationship with John was noticeably different from the relationship He had with the other guys; different enough for it to receive comment in Scripture.  Abiding is a continued, uninterrupted relationship with the Lord Jesus and in John 15 we have the essence of what it means to abide.  The first thing you've got to note is the language that Jesus uses.  He uses the overall God term, I Am.  I Am the true vine and my Father is the vine dresser.  So He's using the constructive I Am that God used in Exodus 14, "I Am that I Am."  This term is used eight times by John in this Gospel.  John was the friend who laid his head on Jesus' chest because he knew Jesus as I Am.  

There are nine positive outcomes of abiding.  

   The first one we find in John 15:2 "Every branch in me that doesn't bear fruit, He takes away.  Every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it so that it may bear more fruit."

    1   The great thing about God is that He prunes us towards increase.  

Some of us are being pruned right now in our fruitfulness.  You know you're being pruned because what used to take you half an hour under the anointing now takes you three days.  What you used to be able to get up and like go for something and now it's like you can't even get up.  Yeah?  A number of people reading this right now are struggling with what you feel is a lack of anointing, and I know it's customary to blame the enemy, except I don't think it's really him.  I think God is pruning you.  Some of you have gone through a place and you've been really incredibly fruitful in your ministry and now you can't even spell fruit, and you feel like everything takes longer.  There's a Proverb that says if the axe is dull he must exert more strength who uses it and some you feel like, I'm working harder for less results.  You  want to blame the enemy because it's got to be somebody's fault right, and I'm not taking the blame.

808 There is a problem we all face with respect to results.  Most of us as believers in Jesus have been taught to get results relative to the Gospel and bringing people into the kingdom.  Others have stressed (and been stressed by) focus on behaviors that appear to be “christian.”  Come even sport the bumper sticker WWJD (what would jesus do) and avidly order their thoughts around it.  Yet, to a man, results are not only counter productive, they should be counter intuitive.  Maybe we have the cart in front of the horse as they say.   Try this topic at the link: RESULTS IN MINISTRY    www.GodInShorts.org   808 

You see, I don't think it's the enemy.  I think that God is pruning you.  You see I know when God prunes my prophetic gift because I can't even spell prophecy.  It's like for me, when God prunes my prophetic gift, He closes my mouth and He opens my heart.  So I have to call all the places that I've got prophetic conferences booked,  I have to call them all and say, "Look, guys.  I'm being pruned right now in my prophetic gift."  Most people think that being pruned is connected with sin.  It's not.  It's connected with intimacy.  God prunes your gift because He wants to be more intimate with you.  Yeah?

"So right now I'm being pruned and I can't even spell prophecy.  So I can come and do something else.  I can come and talk to you about intimacy because that's what I'm learning, or we can just reschedule.  Whatever you want, but if I come, don't expect me to prophesy because I'd be making it up and I'll get slapped and you won't like it."  He closes my mouth to function and He opens my heart to fellowship and He takes my heart into a deeper place of relationship with Him and He speaks to my heart and He takes me on a journey into his nature that enables me to see people at a deeper level.  It enables me to understand myself at a deeper level.  Yeah, and so nothing is going out because He's pruned all of that.

So, everything is going in.  So pruning is a place of incredible intimacy.  Now there have been times when God has been generous and funny and He's just said, "I'm going to prune your prophetic gift but you can still do those two conferences.  I'll just switch it back on for you."  I guess He can do that.  Being the Lord you can pretty much do what you want, eh?  So I'll go along and just in those two places I'll prophesy, but you get me outside of that meeting and shtump, ain’t nothing going on.  Catch me in St. Arbucks the next day, you won't get anything.  You won't.  I'll be sitting there with a great cup of coffee and I'll say, "No, prophecy, what's that?  Can't spell it.  Can't do it."  

But when He restores the gift to me, I'm able to prophesy on a much deeper level, or a much broader level.  Something has changed.  Something has increased.  God prunes you because He wants to increase you and the way that He increases you is always to take you back to relationship.  Yeah?  So, who's being pruned right now?  Come on.  Own up.  Fess up.  I see those hands.  I've always wanted to say that.  This is part of your spiritual development.  You should enjoy being pruned.  Don't force the gift.  No point.  Go into a place of deeper intimacy.  Again just be saying to the Father, "What does this mean?  What must I do?"  And it's taking time aside.  You may get a dispensation to continue in the ministry and you may not.  That's at his discretion.  It's a time to relax and be at peace.  Learn to be with God.  Yeah?

808 Here again we see a typical view of gifts and their use.  Except we see that Graham is talking about pruning us to be fruitful and that may completely render the gifts of God useless to us.  For a better understanding of the gifts of God and their use, let me suggest:  GIVER OR GIFT    www.GodInShorts.org   808 

Pruning is about relationship, not function.  So He's just cutting you back to Jesus.  Yeah?  So take the time to fall more in love with Jesus.  Take the time.  You know, your intimacy with Jesus, is your greatest spiritual weapon.  If you expect to do anything in the kingdom, you have to be able to intimidate the enemy and your intimacy with God is the most intimidating thing about you.  True intimacy intimidates the enemy.  So when God prunes you, that's what He's doing.  He's taking you to a deeper place of intimacy and when you come back into fruitfulness in ministry, you're at a new level where you can affect the enemy and not be affected by him.  This season is about being, and not doing.

   The second outcome of abiding is remaining clean.  Look at John 15:3, "You are already clean because of the word that I have spoken to you."     

   2    You know you don't become a new person by changing your behavior.  You discover the person you already are in Christ and behave accordingly.  

You are already clean.  You are already righteous.  Live there.  Stay there.  Abide there.  You are already dead and God put you into Christ; He's crucified your flesh.  So just agree with God.  Stay dead.  Dead men don't sin.  Stay dead.  One of my mentors was a guy who was mentored by Smith Wiggelsworth and he never let me forget it.  I used to write off like huge long letters to him.  I wrote reams of notes about what I was going through and how awful it was and what I was learning and asking him to pray for me.  He'd just write back something like, "Dear Graham, Stay dead.”  Love, Arthur."  My address was longer than his message.  I used to send him a really bulky letter.  I'd get a postcard back with like a picture of a donkey on the front or something.  I was quite convinced he was sending me a message, "Dude, this is you.  You're such an ass and by that I mean donkey."  I don't know what some of you were thinking just then, but I caught that vibe.  So, Dear Graham, Stay dead!  Love, Arthur.  Love you as well pal. (sarcasm)  That was it.  

I'd get on the phone and he'd listen patiently for like twenty minutes and he'd say, "O.K., time out.  Are you dead or not?"  I’d reply, "Oh don't play that dead card with me.  What are you, the angel of death?"  "Shut up!"  "I'm talking about death."  "Every time I moan.  Can I moan for like ten minutes?"  Then he’d say, "Well actually it's been twenty-seven.  Shut up and die, will you?  For God's sake, give us all a break."  Yeah, great mentor that was, eh?  

808 I have lived for over 5 decades.  I have observed and listened to thousands of voices.  I have experienced myriad episodes of misery cause by expectations which were not met.  I have come to know recently that my disappointments were self imposed and my miseries were the direct result of my own mistaken expectations.  I share some of these experiences and the inspirations of God’s Word which have brought not only clarity about the source of my misery, but also a peace that is so deep and so undisturbed that it staggers my imagination.  See EXPECTATIONS    www.GodInShorts.org   See also TRUST    www.GodInShorts.org   808 

808   The essence of abiding is to be in such proximity every moment of my day that I not only know what God is thinking about me, I know what He wants me to do.  When I live intimately with God, as I do my spouse, I hear Him whisper into my ear (as if we are lying together in bed before lights out) something He wants to say to encourage me or something that He wants me to get for Him.  And like with my dear one, I may ponder the inconvenience of her request, but my deep affections drives me out of bed to get for my lover what ever it is she has requested.  Intimacy with God is that deep or deeper and grips the soul to the extent that there is no request that He makes which will not be immediately granted or done insofar as I can do it.  It is this depth of intimacy that produces the faith that will move mountains and change lives FOREVER!   808

Questions to ponder:

Questions to ponder:

1 - If you could, describe exactly what God would be for you.

2 - Have you ever thought that God is disappointed in your behaviors?

3 - Have you ever been stuck committing a sin repeatedly that you wanted to shake, but couldn’t?

4 - How would you describe a “godly” man.

5 - Have you ever wondered why people outside the church don’t want to come in and college students of believers are dropping out by the droves?

6 - How would you describe the great commission?

7 - What was Jesus’ method of expressing the “Gospel” during His ministry?

8 - Who were the most critical of Jesus’ ministry and methods?

9 - What verses in the Book of John best articulate Jesus’ commands to His followers?

10 - How would you describe the difference between 


a fisherman   -and-


a fisher of men?

11 - BONUS: What is the most effective bait for a fisher of men to use?


Where do we get that bait?

PREVIEW OF NEXT CHAPTER:

"You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you."  If you want to walk with God, purity is absolutely essential.  You know a pure mind and a pure heart is always going to see God in everything.  Sometimes you know, we lose our vision of God because the way in which we perceive, is unclean.  It's like you know when God looks at you He doesn't see anything wrong with you.  He's not an evangelical.  He's not obsessed by sin.  He's dealt with sin once and for all, in Christ.  So God is not bothered by sin.  He's dealt with it.  He's consumed by life. 

When God looks at you, He doesn't see anything wrong with you.  Why?  He put you into Jesus.  Question.  Was Jesus punished enough?  Not a trick question.  Was Jesus punished enough?  O.K., half of us think, "Hmm. I don't know what to think about that one."  Was Jesus judged enough?  Yeah!!!  So there is no more place for judgment then.  Come on, think it through.  So Calvary was a place of judgment.  Was Jesus judged enough?  Yeah!!!  So one day, the books will be opened on judgment day and judgment will be meted out.  Yeah?  So between Calvary and judgment day, there is no place for judgment.  Hello?  

We are living in a prophetic season of grace.  There is no place for judgment on this earth because Jesus paid a price once and for all for all people; for all men everywhere.  So there is no place for judgment in this life.  So what does judgment mean in a New Testament context.  What does it mean when here we have the Gospel of grace where it is the goodness and the kindness of God that leads us to repentance.  Well it's the gospel of kindness, it's the gospel of mercy, it's the gospel of the goodness of God because funnily enough, it is the good news.   

What is the good news; no judgment in this life, only the availability of mercy and grace and goodness and kindness.  So what does judgment mean in a New Testament context of the Gospel of Jesus.  What if judgment is an assessment.  What if you are judging someone?  What if I am judging John, not because of what he's done.  What if I'm looking at what he's done and I'm judging how much mercy and goodness is it going to take to restore this person to a place of fellowship with God.  What if that's what judgment is.



Stay tuned for Lesson 2 of 7 of ABIDING IN CHRIST - JOHN 15










Copyright 2011, RELIFE PUBLISHING, all rights reserved
Graham Cooke & 808                     


Copyright 2011, RELIFE PUBLISHING, all rights reserved
Graham Cooke & 808                     



