"Praying the Scripture" is not judged by
how much you read but by the way in which you read. If
you read quickly, it will benefit you little. You will be like a
bee that merely skims the surface of a flower. Instead, in
this new way of reading with prayer, you must become as
the bee which penetrates into the depths of the flower.
You plunge deeply within to remove its deepest nectar.

Of course, there is a kind of reading the Scripture
for scholarship and for study-but not here. That studious
kind of reading will not help you when it comes to matters
that are divine! To receive any deep, inward profit from
the Scripture, you must read as I have described. Plunge
into the very depths of the words you read until revelation,
like a sweet aroma, breaks out upon you. I am quite sure
that if you will follow this course, little by little you will
come to experience a very rich prayer that flows from your
inward being.

In "praying the Scripture" you are seeking to find
the Lord in what you are reading, in the very words
themselves. In this path, therefore, the content of the
Scripture is the focal point of your attention. Your purpose
is to take everything from the passage that unveils the
Lord to you.

Let us consider the second kind of prayer,
which I mentioned earlier. The second kind of prayer,
which I desctibed as "beholding the Lotrd' or "waiting on
the Lotd," also makes use of the Scripture but it is not
actually a time of reading. Remember, I am addressing you
as if you were a new convert. Here is your second way to
encounter Christ. And this second way to Christ, although
you will be using the Scripture, has a purpose altogether
different from "praying the Scripture,”" For that reason you
should set aside a separate time when you can come just to
wait upon Him.
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