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 MATTHEW Chapters 15 – 21 
 
CHAPTER 15 
After that, Pharisees and religion scholars came to Jesus all 
the way from Jerusalem, criticizing, "Why do your disciples 
play fast and loose with the rules?" But Jesus put it right 
back on them. "Why do you use your rules to play fast and 
loose with God's commands? God clearly says, 'Respect 
your father and mother,' and, 'Anyone denouncing father 
or mother should be killed.' But you weasel around that by 
saying, 'Whoever wants to, can say to father and mother, 
What I owed to you I've given to God.' That can hardly be 
called respecting a parent. You cancel God's command by 
your rules. Frauds! Isaiah's prophecy of you hit the bull's-
eye: These people make a big show of saying the right 
thing, but their heart isn't in it. They act like they're 
worshiping me, but they don't mean it. They just use me as 
a cover for teaching whatever suits their fancy." He then 
called the crowd together and said, "Listen, and take this to 
heart. It's not what you swallow that pollutes your life, but 
what you vomit up." Later his disciples came and told him, 
"Did you know how upset the Pharisees were when they 
heard what you said?" Jesus shrugged it off. "Every tree 
that wasn't planted by my Father in heaven will be pulled 
up by its roots. Forget them. They are blind men leading 
blind men. When a blind man leads a blind man, they both 
end up in the ditch." Peter said, "I don't get it. Put it in 
plain language." Jesus replied, "You too? Are you being 
willfully stupid? Don't you know that anything that is 
swallowed works its way through the intestines and is 
finally defecated? But what comes out of the mouth gets 
its start in the heart. It's from the heart that we vomit up 
evil arguments, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, 
lies, and cussing. That's what pollutes. Eating or not eating 
certain foods, washing or not washing your hands--that's 
neither here nor there." From there Jesus took a trip to 
Tyre and Sidon. They had hardly arrived when a Canaanite 
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woman came down from the hills and pleaded, "Mercy, 
Master, Son of David! My daughter is cruelly afflicted by 
an evil spirit." Jesus ignored her. The disciples came and 
complained, "Now she's bothering us. Would you please 
take care of her? She's driving us crazy." Jesus refused, 
telling them, "I've got my hands full dealing with the lost 
sheep of Israel." Then the woman came back to Jesus, 
went to her knees, and begged. "Master, help me." He said, 
"It's not right to take bread out of children's mouths and 
throw it to dogs." She was quick: "You're right, Master, 
but beggar dogs do get scraps from the master's table." 
Jesus gave in. "Oh, woman, your faith is something else. 
What you want is what you get!" Right then her daughter 
became well. After Jesus returned, he walked along Lake 
Galilee and then climbed a mountain and took his place, 
ready to receive visitors. They came, tons of them, 
bringing along the paraplegic, the blind, the maimed, the 
mute--all sorts of people in need--and more or less threw 
them down at Jesus' feet to see what he would do with 
them. He healed them. When the people saw the mutes 
speaking, the maimed healthy, the paraplegics walking 
around, the blind looking around, they were astonished 
and let everyone know that God was blazingly alive among 
them. But Jesus wasn't finished with them. He called his 
disciples and said, "I hurt for these people. For three days 
now they've been with me, and now they have nothing to 
eat. I can't send them away without a meal--they'd 
probably collapse on the road." His disciples said, "But 
where in this deserted place are you going to dig up 
enough food for a meal?" Jesus asked, "How much bread 
do you have?" "Seven loaves," they said, "plus a few fish." 
At that, Jesus directed the people to sit down. He took the 
seven loaves and the fish. After giving thanks, he divided it 
up and gave it to the people. Everyone ate. They had all 
they wanted. It took seven large baskets to collect the 
leftovers. Over four thousand people ate their fill at that 
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meal. After Jesus sent them away, he climbed in the boat 
and crossed over to the Magadan hills.  
 
CHAPTER 16 
Some Pharisees and Sadducees were on him again, 
pressing him to prove himself to them. He told them, 
"You have a saying that goes, 'Red sky at night, sailor's 
delight; red sky at morning, sailors take warning.' You find 
it easy enough to forecast the weather--why can't you read 
the signs of the times? An evil and wanton generation is 
always wanting signs and wonders. The only sign you'll get 
is the Jonah sign." Then he turned on his heel and walked 
away. On their way to the other side of the lake, the 
disciples discovered they had forgotten to bring along 
bread. In the meantime, Jesus said to them, "Keep a sharp 
eye out for Pharisee-Sadducee yeast." Thinking he was 
scolding them for forgetting bread, they discussed in 
whispers what to do. Jesus knew what they were doing and 
said, "Why all these worried whispers about forgetting the 
bread? Runt believers! Haven't you caught on yet? Don't 
you remember the five loaves of bread and the five 
thousand people, and how many baskets of fragments you 
picked up? Or the seven loaves that fed four thousand, 
and how many baskets of leftovers you collected? Haven't 
you realized yet that bread isn't the problem? The problem 
is yeast, Pharisee-Sadducee yeast." Then they got it: that he 
wasn't concerned about eating, but teaching--the Pharisee-
Sadducee kind of teaching. When Jesus arrived in the 
villages of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, "What 
are people saying about who the Son of Man is?" They 
replied, "Some think he is John the Baptizer, some say 
Elijah, some Jeremiah or one of the other prophets." He 
pressed them, "And how about you? Who do you say I 
am?" Simon Peter said, "You're the Christ, the Messiah, 
the Son of the living God." Jesus came back, "God bless 
you, Simon, son of Jonah! You didn't get that answer out 
of books or from teachers. My Father in heaven, God 
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himself, let you in on this secret of who I really am. And 
now I'm going to tell you who you are, really are. You are 
Peter, a rock. This is the rock on which I will put together 
my church, a church so expansive with energy that not 
even the gates of hell will be able to keep it out. "And 
that's not all. You will have complete and free access to 
God's kingdom, keys to open any and every door: no more 
barriers between heaven and earth, earth and heaven. A 
yes on earth is yes in heaven. A no on earth is no in 
heaven." He swore the disciples to secrecy. He made them 
promise they would tell no one that he was the Messiah. 
Then Jesus made it clear to his disciples that it was now 
necessary for him to go to Jerusalem, submit to an ordeal 
of suffering at the hands of the religious leaders, be killed, 
and then on the third day be raised up alive. Peter took 
him in hand, protesting, "Impossible, Master! That can 
never be!" But Jesus didn't swerve. "Peter, get out of my 
way. Satan, get lost. You have no idea how God works." 
Then Jesus went to work on his disciples. "Anyone who 
intends to come with me has to let me lead. You're not in 
the driver's seat; I am. Don't run from suffering; embrace 
it. Follow me and I'll show you how. Self-help is no help at 
all. Self-sacrifice is the way, my way, to finding yourself, 
your true self. What kind of deal is it to get everything you 
want but lose yourself? What could you ever trade your 
soul for? "Don't be in such a hurry to go into business for 
yourself. Before you know it the Son of Man will arrive 
with all the splendor of his Father, accompanied by an 
army of angels. You'll get everything you have coming to 
you, a personal gift. This isn't pie in the sky by and by. 
Some of you standing here are going to see it take place, 
see the Son of Man in kingdom glory."  
 
CHAPTER 17 
Six days later, three of them saw that glory. Jesus took 
Peter and the brothers, James and John, and led them up a 
high mountain. His appearance changed from the inside 
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out, right before their eyes. Sunlight poured from his face. 
His clothes were filled with light. Then they realized that 
Moses and Elijah were also there in deep conversation 
with him. Peter broke in, "Master, this is a great moment! 
What would you think if I built three memorials here on 
the mountain--one for you, one for Moses, one for 
Elijah?" While he was going on like this, babbling, a light-
radiant cloud enveloped them, and sounding from deep in 
the cloud a voice: "This is my Son, marked by my love, 
focus of my delight. Listen to him." When the disciples 
heard it, they fell flat on their faces, scared to death. But 
Jesus came over and touched them. "Don't be afraid." 
When they opened their eyes and looked around all they 
saw was Jesus, only Jesus. Coming down the mountain, 
Jesus swore them to secrecy. "Don't breathe a word of 
what you've seen. After the Son of Man is raised from the 
dead, you are free to talk." The disciples, meanwhile, were 
asking questions. "Why do the religion scholars say that 
Elijah has to come first?" Jesus answered, "Elijah does 
come and get everything ready. I'm telling you, Elijah has 
already come but they didn't know him when they saw 
him. They treated him like dirt, the same way they are 
about to treat the Son of Man." That's when the disciples 
realized that all along he had been talking about John the 
Baptizer. At the bottom of the mountain, they were met by 
a crowd of waiting people. As they approached, a man 
came out of the crowd and fell to his knees begging, 
"Master, have mercy on my son. He goes out of his mind 
and suffers terribly, falling into seizures. Frequently he is 
pitched into the fire, other times into the river. I brought 
him to your disciples, but they could do nothing for him." 
Jesus said, "What a generation! No sense of God! No 
focus to your lives! How many times do I have to go over 
these things? How much longer do I have to put up with 
this? Bring the boy here." He ordered the afflicting demon 
out--and it was out, gone. From that moment on the boy 
was well. When the disciples had Jesus off to themselves, 
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they asked, "Why couldn't we throw it out?" "Because 
you're not yet taking God seriously," said Jesus. "The 
simple truth is that if you had a mere kernel of faith, a 
poppy seed, say, you would tell this mountain, 'Move!' and 
it would move. There is nothing you wouldn't be able to 
tackle." (OMITTED TEXT) As they were regrouping in 
Galilee, Jesus told them, "The Son of Man is about to be 
betrayed to some people who want nothing to do with 
God. They will murder him--and three days later he will be 
raised alive." The disciples felt terrible. When they arrived 
at Capernaum, the tax men came to Peter and asked, 
"Does your teacher pay taxes?" Peter said, "Of course." 
But as soon as they were in the house, Jesus confronted 
him. "Simon, what do you think? When a king levies taxes, 
who pays--his children or his subjects?" He answered, "His 
subjects." Jesus said, "Then the children get off free, right? 
But so we don't upset them needlessly, go down to the 
lake, cast a hook, and pull in the first fish that bites. Open 
its mouth and you'll find a coin. Take it and give it to the 
tax men. It will be enough for both of us."  
 
CHAPTER 18 
At about the same time, the disciples came to Jesus asking, 
"Who gets the highest rank in God's kingdom?" For an 
answer Jesus called over a child, whom he stood in the 
middle of the room, and said, "I'm telling you, once and 
for all, that unless you return to square one and start over 
like children, you're not even going to get a look at the 
kingdom, let alone get in. Whoever becomes simple and 
elemental again, like this child, will rank high in God's 
kingdom. What's more, when you receive the childlike on 
my account, it's the same as receiving me. "But if you give 
them a hard time, bullying or taking advantage of their 
simple trust, you'll soon wish you hadn't. You'd be better 
off dropped in the middle of the lake with a millstone 
around your neck. Doom to the world for giving these 
God-believing children a hard time! Hard times are 
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inevitable, but you don't have to make it worse--and it's 
doomsday to you if you do. "If your hand or your foot gets 
in the way of God, chop it off and throw it away. You're 
better off maimed or lame and alive than the proud 
owners of two hands and two feet, godless in a furnace of 
eternal fire. And if your eye distracts you from God, pull it 
out and throw it away. You're better off one-eyed and alive 
than exercising your twenty-twenty vision from inside the 
fire of hell. "Watch that you don't treat a single one of 
these childlike believers arrogantly. You realize, don't you, 
that their personal angels are constantly in touch with my 
Father in heaven? (OMITTED TEXT) "Look at it this 
way. If someone has a hundred sheep and one of them 
wanders off, doesn't he leave the ninety-nine and go after 
the one? And if he finds it, doesn't he make far more over 
it than over the ninety-nine who stay put? Your Father in 
heaven feels the same way. He doesn't want to lose even 
one of these simple believers. "If a fellow believer hurts 
you, go and tell him--work it out between the two of you. 
If he listens, you've made a friend. If he won't listen, take 
one or two others along so that the presence of witnesses 
will keep things honest, and try again. If he still won't 
listen, tell the church. If he won't listen to the church, 
you'll have to start over from scratch, confront him with 
the need for repentance, and offer again God's forgiving 
love. "Take this most seriously: A yes on earth is yes in 
heaven; a no on earth is no in heaven. What you say to one 
another is eternal. I mean this. When two of you get 
together on anything at all on earth and make a prayer of 
it, my Father in heaven goes into action. And when two or 
three of you are together because of me, you can be sure 
that I'll be there." At that point Peter got up the nerve to 
ask, "Master, how many times do I forgive a brother or 
sister who hurts me? Seven?" Jesus replied, "Seven! Hardly. 
Try seventy times seven. "The kingdom of God is like a 
king who decided to square accounts with his servants. As 
he got under way, one servant was brought before him 
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who had run up a debt of a hundred thousand dollars. He 
couldn't pay up, so the king ordered the man, along with 
his wife, children, and goods, to be auctioned off at the 
slave market. "The poor wretch threw himself at the king's 
feet and begged, 'Give me a chance and I'll pay it all back.' 
Touched by his plea, the king let him off, erasing the debt. 
"The servant was no sooner out of the room when he 
came upon one of his fellow servants who owed him ten 
dollars. He seized him by the throat and demanded, 'Pay 
up. Now!' "The poor wretch threw himself down and 
begged, 'Give me a chance and I'll pay it all back.' But he 
wouldn't do it. He had him arrested and put in jail until the 
debt was paid. When the other servants saw this going on, 
they were outraged and brought a detailed report to the 
king. "The king summoned the man and said, 'You evil 
servant! I forgave your entire debt when you begged me 
for mercy. Shouldn't you be compelled to be merciful to 
your fellow servant who asked for mercy?' The king was 
furious and put the screws to the man until he paid back 
his entire debt. And that's exactly what my Father in 
heaven is going to do to each one of you who doesn't 
forgive unconditionally anyone who asks for mercy."  
 
CHAPTER 19 
When Jesus had completed these teachings, he left Galilee 
and crossed the region of Judea on the other side of the 
Jordan. Great crowds followed him there, and he healed 
them. One day the Pharisees were badgering him: "Is it 
legal for a man to divorce his wife for any reason?" He 
answered, "Haven't you read in your Bible that the Creator 
originally made man and woman for each other, male and 
female? And because of this, a man leaves father and 
mother and is firmly bonded to his wife, becoming one 
flesh--no longer two bodies but one. Because God created 
this organic union of the two sexes, no one should 
desecrate his art by cutting them apart." They shot back in 
rebuttal, "If that's so, why did Moses give instructions for 
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divorce papers and divorce procedures?" Jesus said, 
"Moses provided for divorce as a concession to your 
hardheartedness, but it is not part of God's original plan. 
I'm holding you to the original plan, and holding you liable 
for adultery if you divorce your faithful wife and then 
marry someone else. I make an exception in cases where 
the spouse has committed adultery." Jesus' disciples 
objected, "If those are the terms of marriage, we're stuck. 
Why get married?" But Jesus said, "Not everyone is mature 
enough to live a married life. It requires a certain aptitude 
and grace. Marriage isn't for everyone. Some, from birth 
seemingly, never give marriage a thought. Others never get 
asked--or accepted. And some decide not to get married 
for kingdom reasons. But if you're capable of growing into 
the largeness of marriage, do it." One day children were 
brought to Jesus in the hope that he would lay hands on 
them and pray over them. The disciples shooed them off. 
But Jesus intervened: "Let the children alone, don't 
prevent them from coming to me. God's kingdom is made 
up of people like these." After laying hands on them, he 
left. Another day, a man stopped Jesus and asked, 
"Teacher, what good thing must I do to get eternal life?" 
Jesus said, "Why do you question me about what's good? 
God is the One who is good. If you want to enter the life 
of God, just do what he tells you." The man asked, "What 
in particular?" Jesus said, "Don't murder, don't commit 
adultery, don't steal, don't lie, honor your father and 
mother, and love your neighbor as you do yourself." The 
young man said, "I've done all that. What's left?" "If you 
want to give it all you've got," Jesus replied, "go sell your 
possessions; give everything to the poor. All your wealth 
will then be in heaven. Then come follow me." That was 
the last thing the young man expected to hear. And so, 
crestfallen, he walked away. He was holding on tight to a 
lot of things, and he couldn't bear to let go. As he watched 
him go, Jesus told his disciples, "Do you have any idea 
how difficult it is for the rich to enter God's kingdom? Let 
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me tell you, it's easier to gallop a camel through a needle's 
eye than for the rich to enter God's kingdom." The 
disciples were staggered. "Then who has any chance at 
all?" Jesus looked hard at them and said, "No chance at all 
if you think you can pull it off yourself. Every chance in 
the world if you trust God to do it." Then Peter chimed in, 
"We left everything and followed you. What do we get out 
of it?" Jesus replied, "Yes, you have followed me. In the 
re-creation of the world, when the Son of Man will rule 
gloriously, you who have followed me will also rule, 
starting with the twelve tribes of Israel. And not only you, 
but anyone who sacrifices home, family, fields--whatever--
because of me will get it all back a hundred times over, not 
to mention the considerable bonus of eternal life. This is 
the Great Reversal: many of the first ending up last, and 
the last first. " 
 
CHAPTER 20 
God's kingdom is like an estate manager who went out 
early in the morning to hire workers for his vineyard. They 
agreed on a wage of a dollar a day, and went to work. 
"Later, about nine o'clock, the manager saw some other 
men hanging around the town square unemployed. He told 
them to go to work in his vineyard and he would pay them 
a fair wage. They went. "He did the same thing at noon, 
and again at three o'clock. At five o'clock he went back 
and found still others standing around. He said, 'Why are 
you standing around all day doing nothing? ' "They said, 
'Because no one hired us.' "He told them to go to work in 
his vineyard. "When the day's work was over, the owner of 
the vineyard instructed his foreman, 'Call the workers in 
and pay them their wages. Start with the last hired and go 
on to the first.' "Those hired at five o'clock came up and 
were each given a dollar. When those who were hired first 
saw that, they assumed they would get far more. But they 
got the same, each of them one dollar. Taking the dollar, 
they groused angrily to the manager, 'These last workers 
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put in only one easy hour, and you just made them equal 
to us, who slaved all day under a scorching sun.' "He 
replied to the one speaking for the rest, 'Friend, I haven't 
been unfair. We agreed on the wage of a dollar, didn't we? 
So take it and go. I decided to give to the one who came 
last the same as you. Can't I do what I want with my own 
money? Are you going to get stingy because I am 
generous?' "Here it is again, the Great Reversal: many of 
the first ending up last, and the last first." Jesus, now well 
on the way up to Jerusalem, took the Twelve off to the 
side of the road and said, "Listen to me carefully. We are 
on our way up to Jerusalem. When we get there, the Son 
of Man will be betrayed to the religious leaders and 
scholars. They will sentence him to death. They will then 
hand him over to the Romans for mockery and torture and 
crucifixion. On the third day he will be raised up alive." It 
was about that time that the mother of the Zebedee 
brothers came with her two sons and knelt before Jesus 
with a request. "What do you want?" Jesus asked. She said, 
"Give your word that these two sons of mine will be 
awarded the highest places of honor in your kingdom, one 
at your right hand, one at your left hand." Jesus responded, 
"You have no idea what you're asking." And he said to 
James and John, "Are you capable of drinking the cup that 
I'm about to drink?" They said, "Sure, why not?" Jesus 
said, "Come to think of it, you are going to drink my cup. 
But as to awarding places of honor, that's not my business. 
My Father is taking care of that." When the ten others 
heard about this, they lost their tempers, thoroughly 
disgusted with the two brothers. So Jesus got them 
together to settle things down. He said, "You've observed 
how godless rulers throw their weight around, how quickly 
a little power goes to their heads. It's not going to be that 
way with you. Whoever wants to be great must become a 
servant. Whoever wants to be first among you must be 
your slave. That is what the Son of Man has done: He 
came to serve, not be served--and then to give away his life 



12 of 15 

in exchange for the many who are held hostage." As they 
were leaving Jericho, a huge crowd followed. Suddenly 
they came upon two blind men sitting alongside the road. 
When they heard it was Jesus passing, they cried out, 
"Master, have mercy on us! Mercy, Son of David!" The 
crowd tried to hush them up, but they got all the louder, 
crying, "Master, have mercy on us! Mercy, Son of David!" 
Jesus stopped and called over, "What do you want from 
me?" They said, "Master, we want our eyes opened. We 
want to see!" Deeply moved, Jesus touched their eyes. 
They had their sight back that very instant, and joined the 
procession.  
 
CHAPTER 21 
When they neared Jerusalem, having arrived at Bethphage 
on Mount Olives, Jesus sent two disciples with these 
instructions: "Go over to the village across from you. 
You'll find a donkey tethered there, her colt with her. 
Untie her and bring them to me. If anyone asks what 
you're doing, say, 'The Master needs them!' He will send 
them with you." This is the full story of what was sketched 
earlier by the prophet: Tell Zion's daughter, "Look, your 
king's on his way, poised and ready, mounted On a 
donkey, on a colt, foal of a pack animal." The disciples 
went and did exactly what Jesus told them to do. They led 
the donkey and colt out, laid some of their clothes on 
them, and Jesus mounted. Nearly all the people in the 
crowd threw their garments down on the road, giving him 
a royal welcome. Others cut branches from the trees and 
threw them down as a welcome mat. Crowds went ahead 
and crowds followed, all of them calling out, "Hosanna to 
David's son!" "Blessed is he who comes in God's name!" 
"Hosanna in highest heaven!" As he made his entrance 
into Jerusalem, the whole city was shaken. Unnerved, 
people were asking, "What's going on here? Who is this?" 
The parade crowd answered, "This is the prophet Jesus, 
the one from Nazareth in Galilee." Jesus went straight to 
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the Temple and threw out everyone who had set up shop, 
buying and selling. He kicked over the tables of loan 
sharks and the stalls of dove merchants. He quoted this 
text: My house was designated a house of prayer; You have 
made it a hangout for thieves. Now there was room for the 
blind and crippled to get in. They came to Jesus and he 
healed them. When the religious leaders saw the 
outrageous things he was doing, and heard all the children 
running and shouting through the Temple, "Hosanna to 
David's Son!" they were up in arms and took him to task. 
"Do you hear what these children are saying?" Jesus said, 
"Yes, I hear them. And haven't you read in God's Word, 
'From the mouths of children and babies I'll furnish a 
place of praise'?" Fed up, Jesus turned on his heel and left 
the city for Bethany, where he spent the night. Early the 
next morning Jesus was returning to the city. He was 
hungry. Seeing a lone fig tree alongside the road, he 
approached it anticipating a breakfast of figs. When he got 
to the tree, there was nothing but fig leaves. He said, "No 
more figs from this tree--ever!" The fig tree withered on 
the spot, a dry stick. The disciples saw it happen. They 
rubbed their eyes, saying, "Did we really see this? A leafy 
tree one minute, a dry stick the next?" But Jesus was 
matter-of-fact: "Yes--and if you embrace this kingdom life 
and don't doubt God, you'll not only do minor feats like I 
did to the fig tree, but also triumph over huge obstacles. 
This mountain, for instance, you'll tell, 'Go jump in the 
lake,' and it will jump. Absolutely everything, ranging from 
small to large, as you make it a part of your believing 
prayer, gets included as you lay hold of God." Then he was 
back in the Temple, teaching. The high priests and leaders 
of the people came up and demanded, "Show us your 
credentials. Who authorized you to teach here?" Jesus 
responded, "First let me ask you a question. You answer 
my question and I'll answer yours. About the baptism of 
John--who authorized it: heaven or humans?" They were 
on the spot and knew it. They pulled back into a huddle 
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and whispered, "If we say 'heaven,' he'll ask us why we 
didn't believe him; if we say 'humans,' we're up against it 
with the people because they all hold John up as a 
prophet." They decided to concede that round to Jesus. 
"We don't know," they answered. Jesus said, "Then neither 
will I answer your question. "Tell me what you think of 
this story: A man had two sons. He went up to the first 
and said, 'Son, go out for the day and work in the 
vineyard.' "The son answered, 'I don't want to.' Later on he 
thought better of it and went. "The father gave the same 
command to the second son. He answered, 'Sure, glad to.' 
But he never went. "Which of the two sons did what the 
father asked?" They said, "The first." Jesus said, "Yes, and 
I tell you that crooks and whores are going to precede you 
into God's kingdom. John came to you showing you the 
right road. You turned up your noses at him, but the 
crooks and whores believed him. Even when you saw their 
changed lives, you didn't care enough to change and 
believe him. "Here's another story. Listen closely. There 
was once a man, a wealthy farmer, who planted a vineyard. 
He fenced it, dug a winepress, put up a watchtower, then 
turned it over to the farmhands and went off on a trip. 
When it was time to harvest the grapes, he sent his 
servants back to collect his profits. "The farmhands 
grabbed the first servant and beat him up. The next one 
they murdered. They threw stones at the third but he got 
away. The owner tried again, sending more servants. They 
got the same treatment. The owner was at the end of his 
rope. He decided to send his son. 'Surely,' he thought, 'they 
will respect my son.' "But when the farmhands saw the son 
arrive, they rubbed their hands in greed. 'This is the heir! 
Let's kill him and have it all for ourselves.' They grabbed 
him, threw him out, and killed him. "Now, when the 
owner of the vineyard arrives home from his trip, what do 
you think he will do to the farmhands?" "He'll kill them--a 
rotten bunch, and good riddance," they answered. "Then 
he'll assign the vineyard to farmhands who will hand over 
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the profits when it's time." Jesus said, "Right--and you can 
read it for yourselves in your Bibles: The stone the masons 
threw out is now the cornerstone. This is God's work; we 
rub our eyes, we can hardly believe it! "This is the way it is 
with you. God's kingdom will be taken back from you and 
handed over to a people who will live out a kingdom life. 
Whoever stumbles on this Stone gets shattered; whoever 
the Stone falls on gets smashed." When the religious 
leaders heard this story, they knew it was aimed at them. 
They wanted to arrest Jesus and put him in jail, but, 
intimidated by public opinion, they held back. Most people 
held him to be a prophet of God." 
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