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It is probably fair to say that one-half of the 90,000 who 
live about the Lake can now read and write. He found 
them wedded to the past and ill prepared to play their part 
in the modern world. He has done nothing to destroy their 
pride in the best of their past. Indeed, he has done much 
to preserve the valuable elements in their culture, but he 
has also helped them to realize that they are a part of the 
great world and to adjust themselves to its life. 

This man who writes with such poetic beauty of his inner 
spiritual experiences has also been a man of intense 
practical activity. He has devised a remarkably effective 
method of adult education and promoted it with great 
ability; he has developed industries, fostered health service, 
stimulated the introduction of better seed and in a 
thousand and one ways proved himself a practical friend to 
these people. Yet no one who reads these letters can fail to 
see that through it all Dr. Laubach yearned to help them to 
a richer experience of God. He has not sought primarily to 
win them to baptism, although some have sought baptism 
as a result of his ministry, but he has desired to make a 
deep and transforming spiritual experience the basis of 
their life.   


